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To the Editor: 

The first confirmed case of COVID-19 infection in 

Iraq was for an Iranian citizen who was studying in 

Najaf city on February 24, 2020 after his coming 

from his country by a week. On March  

 

24, there were 316 cases of laboratory-confirmed 

coronavirus 2019 (COVID-19) in Iraq. 1 

Now, on the 30th of May, the number of total 

conformed cases in Iraq is 6179 and the current 

under treatment cases are 2874 cases. 

 

 

 
Figure 1: clarifies the distribution of the cases in Iraq. 
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Figure 1. The distribution of Cases in Iraq from February 
- May, 2019 

https://orcid.org/0000-0001-6155-7302


527 
 
The spreading of the diseases among the doctors 

and medical health workers has increased as the 

cases are increasing especially in Baghdad which is 

the focus of the disease now.  

In Iraq, the autopsies of the patients who die from 

a pandemic diseases are prevented by the Iraqi law, 

despite the importance of the postmortem 

autopsied in determining the complications and the 

pathophysiology of the disease which can help in 

treatments and infection control. 

The autopsies in other countries like USA, China 

and Italy have identified hypercoagulable statuses 

associated with COVID-19 patients which is 

clearly defined in the pulmonary vessels (venous) 

which can be associated with pulmonary embolism 

that have been approved by the 

electrocardiography studies for the cases 

(Pulmonary venous thrombosis of unknown 

cause). 2,3,4  

A 30 years, forensic doctor in Iraq did an autopsy 

for a young health patient after his mysterious 

death for more than 12 hours with unknown cause 

of death and the protocol in Iraq is to do the autopsy 

to determine the cause of death.  

After the autopsy, the patient was diagnosed with 

COVID-19 disease and his death was because the 

complications of the disease which more essential 

was the thrombosis in the pulmonary vessels.  

The doctor was protecting himself by all the 

protecting equipment from gown, face mask and 

gloves but after few days, his test of COVID-19 

with PCR came positive and he is now under 

treatment in the isolation. 

The ability of the virus to be alive even after the 

death of patients for more than 12 hours and still 

infectious is an indicator of the severity and the 

aggressiveness of the virus. It is probable to still 

infectious up to 24 hours that make the 

reconsideration of the burning or burying of the 

bodies after death is important and should be 

handled with special ways and cautions.     
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