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Abstract 

 
The aim of this research is to produce a study that will guide sports clubs and organizations to use photos and videos without 

harming and abuse children and to prepare regulations for the correct usage of images in child sports. In this study, document 

analysis technique from the qualitative research methods was used. For this purpose, the relevant regulations and practices of 

major national and international sports organizations which has implementation about child safeguarding in sports were 

examined in terms of general situation, basic principles, risks and measures in the usage of photography and video. Regulations 

on correct usage of photography and video of 16 different sports organizations from England, Ireland, the United States of 

America, Australia and New Zealand were included. The obtained data were analyzed using descriptive analysis method. The 

findings show that in the use of photography and video policies implemented by national and international sports organizations, 

precautions are taken to ensure that permission is sought from parents to use children's images, that personal information of 

children is not included in image sharing, and that inappropriate angles in photographs and video shoots are avoided. Finally, 

these policies ban the recording of images in locker rooms, health rooms etc. and it is forbidden to enter these areas with 

phones etc. that can record images.  

Keywords: Image, Child protection in sports, Photograph and video usage. 

 

 

 

Sporda Çocuk Koruma Kapsamında Görüntülerin Doğru Kullanımı 

 

Öz  

 
Bu araştırmanın amacı, spor kulüp ve organizasyonlarının çocuklara zarar vermeden ve istismar etmeden fotoğraf ve video 

kullanmalarına rehberlik edecek bir çalışma üretmek ve çocuk sporlarında görsellerin doğru kullanımına yönelik düzenlemeler 

hazırlamaktır. Nitel araştırma yöntemlerinden belge analizi tekniğinin kullanıldığı çalışmada İngiltere, İrlanda, Amerika 

Birleşik Devletleri, Avustralya ve Yeni Zelanda'dan 16 farklı spor organizasyonunun sporda çocuk koruma ile ilgili yönetmelik 

ve uygulamaları, fotoğraf ve video kullanımında genel durum, temel ilkeler, riskler ve önlemler açısından incelenmiştir. Elde 

edilen veriler betimsel analiz yöntemi kullanılarak analiz edilmiştir. Bulgular, ulusal ve uluslararası spor örgütleri tarafından 

uygulanan fotoğraf ve video politikalarında, çocukların görsellerinin kullanılması için ebeveynlerden izin alınması, görüntü 

paylaşımlarında çocukların kişisel bilgilerine yer verilmemesi ve fotoğraf ve video çekimlerinde uygunsuz açılardan 

kaçınılması gerektiğini göstermektedir. Ayrıca bu politikalar soyunma odaları, sağlık odaları gibi yerlerde görüntü kaydı 

yapılmasını ve bu alanlara telefon gibi görüntü kaydedebilen araçlarla giriş yapılmasını yasaklamaktadır.  

Anahtar Kelimeler: Görsel, Sporda çocuk koruma, Fotoğraf ve video kullanımı. 
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INTRODUCTION 

 

The ability of a society to develop and progress in all directions is determined by the 

development of the children who will shape its future in terms of physical, social and spiritual 

aspects. The most effective and important tool in children’s social, mental, physical and moral 

development is sports (Brackenridge, Kay & Rhind, 2012; Brackenridge & Rhind, 2014; 

Mountjoy et al., 2016; Parasız, Şahin & Çelik, 2015). However, alongside all the individual 

and social benefits that sport offers, it also appears to foster opportunities for abuse due to its 

unique nature (Farstad, 2007; Parent & Demers, 2011). In a sports environment, children and 

young athletes can be subjected to words and behaviors that may disrupt their mental health 

and development whether through their trainers, coaches or managers, either willingly or 

unwittingly (Brackenridge & Telfer, 2010; Brackenridge et al., 2012; Halıcı, Parasız & Şahin, 

2019; Mountjoy et al., 2016; Rhind, McDermott, Lambert & Koleva, 2015). As stated in Article 

31 of the United Nations (UN) Convention on the Rights of the Child, the International Charter 

for Physical Education and Sports published by UNESCO in 1978 and Article 4 of the basic 

principles of Olympism published by the International Olympic Committee (IOC): ‘it is the 

right of every child and the responsibility of the States parties to play sports and play in safe 

and suitable environments’. 

 

Starting from this point, the United Kingdom and other European Union countries and many 

developed countries such as Australia, USA, Canada and even some African countries made 

arrangements, based on these legal bases, for all stakeholders of sports, especially coaches, 

managers and parents by establishing "Child Protection Systems in Sports" among the sports 

managing public institutions, sports federations, sports clubs and all sports organizations where 

children participate (Boocock, 2002; Parasız et al., 2015). The importance of child protection 

to prevent, detect and report child abuse cases in all kinds of sports organizations where 

children participate, has become increasingly recognized in sports programs.  

 

We are said to be living in the age of technology and communication. In a study on Internet 

use in 2019, it was determined that 57% of the world population uses the internet and 45% uses 

social media (Wearesocial, 2019). Along with the development and reduction in cost of 

communication technologies, the increasing use of social media and the desire to appear on 

social media have led to many factors that pose significant risks for children (Lilley, 2016). 

The most important of these risks is that all kinds of people can contact and communicate with 

children through social media and the Internet, without the control of their parents and that 

cautiously shared posts can lead to difficult situations to compensate for. 

 

Sports clubs, sports federations and organizations use photographs and videos to promote and 

celebrate their athletes, events, announcements, and achievements. Some coaches also use 

photos and videos as a training method to support their athletes' skill development. However, 

the use of such photographs and videos and sharing them on websites and social media can 

pose significant direct and indirect risks for children if not managed properly. For example, 

these images can be used by child abusers as a means of reaching children easily. The visual 

information can be used by the abuser to establish a relationship of trust with the child, leaving 

the child vulnerable. Photographs taken from unsuitable angles and places can cause harm to 

the child, for example when it leads to cyberbullying. In addition, a shared image without taking 
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into account the basic principles of child protection in sports can cause significant emotional 

damage that can last for many years (Chase & Statham; 2005; CPSU, 2017). Just as photos and 

videos were first invented, the use of images in children's sports can be black and white. An 

image which is not used in the framework of child protection in sports standards can cause to 

child abuse and show its black face. But a properly use of images can produce profit and snow 

white results by serving promotion, incentive or even educational purposes. 

 

For this reason, in order to protect children from all kinds of risks in all sports activities in 

which children participate, it has become mandatory to establish standards for collecting, 

recording and using images. These policies do not aim to eliminate or complicate 

communications that are designed to promote sport or celebrate sport achievements but rather, 

suggest a set of standards to reduce the risk of children being harmed through photography and 

video. 

 

Accordingly, many international and national sports organizations who have implemented 

child protection in sports systems, especially in the UK, have set policies and standards for the 

use of photography and video. The aim of this research is to produce a study that will guide 

sports clubs and organizations to use photos and videos without harming and abuse children 

and to prepare regulations for on the correct use of images in child sports. 

 

METHOD 

 

Document analysis technique, one of the qualitative research methods, was used in this study, 

which was conducted to evaluate the policies and regulations of sports organizations regarding 

the use of photography and video. The regulations and practices of sports organizations were 

chosen from England, Ireland, the United States of America, Australia and New Zealand. While 

selecting these countries, it has been taken into account that safeguarding in sports practices 

and policies are common and that safeguarding in sport systems are functional (Lang and 

Hartill, 2015). In this context, regulations on correct usage of photography and video of 16 

different sports organizations were included. Due to the saturation of the research data, the 

study was limited to 16 regulations. Descriptive analysis method was applied to the obtained 

findings. The findings were coded separately by the researchers, and the themes were reached 

by combining the obtained codes according to their common features.  

 

Based on the findings obtained within the scope of the study, the relevant policies are basically 

divided into two parts: the first part covers the use of photographs and videos for athletes and 

the basic principles to be followed regarding the collection process of the visuals; the second 

part provides guidelines regarding visual content and the sharing process of that content. Under 

the theme of the process of collecting images; policy making, parent and child Permission, 

official determination, prohibited areas, and parents' responsibility were included. Under the 

theme of the sharing process, no descriptive information, suitable angles, appropriate clothing, 

and image, focusing on activity, visual security were included. The themes and codes were 

explained and interpreted in relation to each other and results were obtained. The themes 

created as a result of the analysis were examined, criticized and approved by two instructors 

working at the Faculty of Sport Sciences of Gazi University. 
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FINDINGS 

 

Within the scope of child protection in sports, it is observed that countries such as England, 

USA, Canada and Australia but also many national and international sports organizations, 

sports federations, sports clubs and non-governmental organizations have established 

comprehensive policies and have put various principles and rules in place for the use of 

photographing and videoing child athletes.  

 

Based on the findings obtained within the scope of the study, the relevant policies are basically 

divided into two parts: the first part covers the use of photographs and videos for athletes and 

the basic principles to be followed regarding the collection process of the visuals; the second 

part provides guidelines regarding visual content and the sharing process of that content.  

 

Image collection process 

 

Policy making 

 

When the related policies of the sports organizations are required examined, it is observed that 

it is necessary to establish policies for sharing photos and videos and to inform everyone who 

comes into contact with children about these policies in order to eliminate risks (Arsenal, 2014; 

City Football, 2015; CPSU, 2017; England Football Association, 2019; England Table Tennis, 

2017; Swim Ireland, 2016; United Kingdom Athletics, 2009; USA Gymnastics, 2017;). For 

example, the United Kingdom Athletic Association (2009) states that ‘All athletics clubs and 

district associations should develop a policy on the use of children's images on their websites 

and other publications’.  

 

Parent and child permission 

 

In child protection sports policies, the most important factor to be considered before the use of 

photographs or videos of children is the need to obtain permission from parents and children 

for the sharing of visuals. In this regard all sports organizations should create a photo and video 

use approval form so that consent can be obtained from both the child and the parent. 

Information on where, for what purpose and how long the images will be used should be 

included in the approval form (Arsenal, 2014; Australian Sports Commission, 2019; Basketball 

İreland, 2013; British Gymnastics, 2009; CPSU, 2017; England Football Association, 2019; 

FIBA Oceania, 2014; Hockey Australia, 2015; Ireland, 2013; New Zealand Volleyball, 2018; 

Swim Ireland, 2016; USA Gymnastics, 2017; USA Swimming, 2019). For example, the 

International Oceania Basketball Federation (2014) states the obligation to ‘obtain informed 

consent from the child and parent or guardian of the child before photographing or filming a 

child’. The Australian Sports Commission (2019) expressed a similar view in its policies as 

‘Permission must be obtained from the athlete's parent before the photos are published. Make 

sure they are aware of what purpose the image will be used for’. Furthermore, the Child 

Protection in Sport Unit (CPSU) of UK (2017) states if parents do not approve of the use of the 

images, it is the responsibility of the sports clubs are responsible to take the necessary 

precautions to avoid taking a close-up picture of those children.   
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Official determination 
 

Another issue to be considered in the use of photographs and videos of children is the process 

of determining who will be responsible for the recording of these visuals. Child protection 

sports policies state that the individuals who will record the visuals during a sport event should 

be determined beforehand and that these individuals should be informed about the appropriate 

standards and contents in the photography and video recording, within the framework of child 

protection in sports policies. Such a policy should also state that all visuals taken remain the 

property of the organization, cannot be used for any other purpose (notably, they cannot be 

sold) and that confidentiality should be ensured (Chelsea, 2016; CPSU, 2017; England Football 

Association, 2019; England Table Tenis, 2017; FIBA Oceania, 2014; Gymnastics Victoria, 

2015). For example, the policy of England Football Association (2019) states that ‘If you are 

commissioning a professional photographer, clearly state your expectations. Provide a clear 

summary of what is appropriate in terms of content and behavior. Inform them about your 

club's commitments to protect children and youth and determine who will keep the recorded 

visuals and what they want to do with them’.  

 

Prohibited areas 
 

Such policies will also specify the areas and places where images can or cannot be taken. 

Pursuant to these policies, photographs and video recordings are not allowed in private areas 

such as toilets, locker rooms, etc. where athletes have privacy (Arsenal, 2014; Australian Sports 

Commission, 2019; Chelsea, 2016; City Football, 2015; CPSU, 2017; England Football 

Association, 2019; Hockey Australia, 2015; Swim Ireland, 2016; USA Gymnastics, 2017). For 

example, the Ireland Swimming Association (2016) prohibits photography and video recording 

in areas such as toilets, dressing rooms, physical therapy rooms. In addition, the Australian 

Sports Commission (2019) states in its relevant policies that photographs, and video recordings 

should not be taken outside the venue or at an athlete's home.  

 

Parental responsibility 
 

Within the scope of photograph and video policies, parents of the child athletes also have some 

responsibilities. The child and parent have the right to decide on whether they consent to the 

taking of photographs and video recording and then to how they are used. For this reason, 

parents are required to inform their sports clubs as to whether their child consents to the 

recording and then publishing of the images (Arsenal, 2014; Australian Sports Commission, 

2019; Basketball Ireland, 2013; British Gymnastics, 2009; City Football, 2015; England 

Football Association, 2019; FIBA Oceania, 2014; Hockey Australia, 2015; New Zealand, 

2018; Swim Ireland, 2016; USA Swimming, 2019). The US Swimming Federation (2019) 

policies explain this as ‘A parent or guardian has a right of refuse to have children 

photographed. For this reason, before posting the photo, parental consent should be received, 

preferably in writing’. There are also cases where it is forbidden to take any images in line with 

witness protection, child custody, etc. and it is stated as the responsibility of the parent to report 

such situations to the sports organization. 

There are also limitations on the use of images that parents are allowed to take at sports events 

and inside organizations. Parents are allowed to photograph from the audience areas but not 
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allowed to take pictures from the competition area (Victoria, 2006). The Irish Basketball 

Federation, on the other hand, states that the audience or parents should first obtain permission 

from the club for any visual shoot. In related policies, parents are told not to share images that 

contain personal information about their or others' children on social media and that they are 

responsible for the negative consequences that may arise due to the sharing of these images 

(CPSU, 2017).  

 

Content and sharing process of images 
 

As well as following the basic principles and methods in the process of collecting visuals in 

child protection policies in sports, sports organizations should also take provide information 

about the kind of content that is permissible and the process of sharing the visual content. 

 

No descriptive information 

Regarding the sharing or publishing of visual content related to sports activities and 

organizations in which children participate, almost every policy highlights the need to avoid 

including personal and descriptive information about the children. Thus, the inclusion of 

descriptive information such as children's full name, phone numbers, addresses, hobbies etc. is 

explicitly prohibited in most sports organization policies (Australian Sports Commission, 

2019; FIBA Oceania, 2014; Arsenal, 2014; Chelsea, 2016; City Football, 2015; England 

Football Association, 2019; England Table Tennis, 2017; Hockey Australia, 2015; Swim 

Ireland, 2016; United Kingdom Athletics, 2009; USA Swimming, 2019). For example, their 

child protection policy, Chelsea football club (2016) states that ‘No images of children featured 

in Club publications will be accompanied by personal details such as their home address’ 

while the Australian Hockey Federation (2015) requests that ‘When using images, avoid typing 

the name of the athlete. If this is not possible, avoid using the first and last name together’. 

CPSU (2017), on the other hand, states that a child's name can be used in exceptional situations, 

where it is in the child's benefit or if the child or parent give their permission.  

 

Suitable angles 
 

One of the most common standards with regards to the content of visuals related to the sports 

activities and organizations of child athletes is that they should be taken from appropriate 

angles. In this regard, it is expressly forbidden by many sports organizations to shoot visuals 

from image angles that are prone to misinterpretation and misuse, such as bending forward, 

opening legs (CPSU, 2017; Gymnastics Victoria, 2015; Swim Ireland, 2016; USA Gymnastics, 

2017). In its policy, the American Gymnastics Federation (2017) has banned the sharing of 

visuals in which the genital area is prominent. 

 

Appropriate clothing and image 
 

The need to avoid visuals that may adversely affect children features in the policies of many 

sports organizations (Arsenal, 2014; City Football, 2015; CPSU, 2017; England Football 

Association, 2019; FIBA Oceania, 2014; Gymnastics Victoria, 2015; United Kingdom 

Athletics, 2009; USA Gymnastics, 2017). This does not just pertain to visual angles but also to 

what the athletes might be wearing. To reduce the risk of inappropriate use of images, some 

organizations stipulate that only images of players with suitable apparel (tracksuits or 
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competition suits) can be used (British Gymnastics, 2009; CPSU, 2017; FIBA Oceania, 2014; 

England Football Association, 2019; Swim Ireland, 2016). FIBA Oceania (2014) includes this 

in its policy as follows: ‘Children should be adequately clothed and not in poses that could be 

seen as sexually suggestive’. Additionally, the England Football Association (2019) policy 

states that images of athletes wearing jewelry despite being against the rules should not be 

used. 

 

Focus on activity 
 

Another prominent guideline regarding the content of the visuals is the requirement to focus 

on the activity rather than the children when recording images of children doing sports 

(Australian Sports Commission, 2019; Arsenal, 2014; CPSU, 2017; England Football 

Association, 2019; England Table Tennis, 2017; Swim Ireland, 2016; USA Gymnastics, 2017; 

United Kingdom Athletics, 2009).  
 

The sports policy of the CPSU (2017) in this regard is as follows: ‘Activities such as swimming, 

gymnastics and athletics present a higher risk for potential misuse than others; therefore, 

instead of showing the entire body and face of children, these activities should use visuals in 

the water and focus on the activity rather than a particular child’. The wording in the United 

Kingdom Athletic Federation (2009) policy is as follows: ‘Try to focus on the activity rather 

than a specific child and use photos that represent the broad mass of children involved in 

athletics as much as possible’.    

 

Visual security 
 

Another important consideration is the safe storage of images after the recording and use of 

children's images are also among the important issues (Australian Sports Commission, 2019; 

Arsenal, 2014; CPSU, 2017; England Football Association, 2019; United Kingdom Athletics, 

2009). In order to ensure that photographs and video recordings of children doing sports do not 

end up in the hands of unauthorized individuals, the UK Child Protection in Sport Unit (2017) 

emphasizes the need to keep photographs and video recordings of children in a safe 

environment. Accordingly, it is stated that visuals should not be stored in unencrypted portable 

devices such as laptops, memory cards or mobile phones. The Australian Government (2019) 

has ruled that the direct copying of images by another source should be restricted. 

 

 

DISCUSSION 

 

This document analysis shows that many national and international sports organizations, but 

particularly sports organizations of developed countries such as England, Canada, Australia, 

New Zealand, USA, etc. have policies regarding the sharing of photographs and video footage 

within the scope of child protection in sports. The analysis shows that the findings can be 

classified into two categories: the process of collecting the images and the content and the 

process of sharing the images.  
 

In terms of the content of the policies for sharing photographs and video footage of children 

playing sports, all organizations that offer sports activities in which children participate need 

https://tureng.com/tr/turkce-ingilizce/additionally
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to have a policy in place. As stated in Article 3 of the United Nations (UN) Convention on the 

Rights of the Child, “parties are responsible for developing appropriate guiding principles to 

protect child against information and documents that may harm the child's well-being”. 

Therefore, every sports organization needs to have such policies in place and needs to ensure 

that all staff, volunteers, audience, children and parents are aware the policy. 
 

According to the findings, permission must be obtained from parents and children before 

images are collected. To this end, many sports organizations have created a detailed photo and 

video use approval form. The content of this form includes information on where, for what 

purpose and for how long the photograph and/or video recording will be used. Collecting and 

sharing images without permission may in some cases put children in a difficult and even 

dangerous situation. For example, sharing the image of a child in local authority care may have 

particularly damaging consequences as their may be legal restrictions due to domestic violence 

or s/he may be a witness in criminal proceedings (CPSU, 2017; England Football Association, 

2019). In addition, a parent may not want their child's image to be used as an advertising 

medium. 
 

In its recommendation on Children's Rights in the Digital World (2018), the Council of Europe 

has also indicated the need for parental consent. Specifically, it states that the ‘processing of 

personal data should only be possible with the clear and informed consent of children and/or 

their parents or legal representatives’. In Article 8 of the European Union General Data 

Protection Regulation, there are regulations regarding the processing of data pertaining to 

people under the age of 16. According to this regulation, in order to publish visuals of children 

under the age of 16, permission must be obtained from the person who has custody rights over 

the child. When looked specifically at the Republic of Turkey; In Article 5 of the Law on the 

Protection of Personal Data, there is a provision that "Personal data cannot be processed 

without the express consent of the data subject". In addition, according to Article 10, it is stated 

that the data controller is obliged to inform and information should be given about the purpose 

for which the data will be used. For this reason, it is imperative for sports organizations to have 

an approval form so that consent can be obtained formally from children’s parents before the 

taking of any photographs and/or video recordings. 

 

Based on this analysis, it is clear that policies regarding photography and video use within 

sports organizations forbid the recording of images in some areas of sports facilities and 

activities. So for example, images cannot be taken in areas such as toilets, dressing rooms and 

physical therapy rooms. In addition, care must be taken that with images taken from angles that 

might be misinterpreted and therefore misused, such as bending forward or opening legs, 

positions that arise due to the nature of the sport. These policies are important as part of the 

prevention of cyber-bullying that children can be subjected to in the internet environment. 

Studies show that a central cyber-bullying tool, defined as deliberate harmful behavior using 

electronic devices (Baker & Kavşut, 2007), is photography and video (Aslan & Doğan, 2017; 

Baker & Kavşut, 2007; Kalender, Keser & Tugun, 2019; NCH & Tesco Mobile, 2005). For 

example, one in ten children who participated in a research study conducted by NCH (2005) 

stated that their pictures were taken by phone and 17% of them were sent to others. In research 

carried out by Baker and Kavşut, 8% of the participants stated that they were cyberbullied 

through photography. Feelings of depression, low self-esteem, fear, self-indulgence, etc. can 
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be experienced more intensely in children who are victims of cyber bullying (Baker & Kavşut, 

2007; Kalender et al., 2019). Also, recorded images can be used by malicious people to force 

a child into unwanted sexual activity (CPSU, 2017). For this reason, sports organizations have 

the responsibility to take the necessary precautions in order to protect child athletes by showing 

the necessary sensitivity in sharing photos and videos. 

 

One of the most important factors to be considered in the process of sharing visuals that any 

information that might identity the child needs to be removed. Thus, many sports organizations 

prohibit any information about a child, including full name, phone numbers, school and home 

addresses, hobbies, phobias, etc. when sharing visual content with the child's full name, phone 

numbers, school and home addresses, hobbies, phobias, etc. According to a study conducted in 

2004, children were questioned about personal information: 70% stated that they would share 

personal information on the internet to win a prize and 46% reported having previously released 

information to a person they had met online (Dombrowski, Gischlar & Durst, 2007). Giving 

personal information may cause children to be subjected to the type of abuse called 

“grooming”. Grooming is defined as the abuse of children whom abusers meet in a virtual 

environment in a process and them in a virtual or real world (Bükre, Özlem & Deniz, 2017; 

Chase & Statham; 2005; NSPCC, 2019; Wurtele & Kenny, 2016). In grooming, the aim is to 

prepare the child for the abuse process by gaining their trust (Brackenridge & Fastina, 2005; 

Bükre et al., 2017; Gönültaş, 2016). The abuser learns what children like and dislike, are 

concerned about and fear and uses this knowledge to persuade the child to engage in sexual 

intimacy (Gönültaş, 2016). According to an earlier study on 202 child victims' forensic 

notifications (Gönültaş, 2013), almost 70% of the children had undergone a certain process 

(deception, bribery, promises, etc.) by the perpetrator before the abuse began. According to the 

data of NSPCC, more than 5,000 grooming cases took place in England and Wales between 

September 2017 and March 2019. Reference to grooming appears in the policy of the 

Australian Hockey Federation (2015) ‘We will not provide information about the child's 

hobbies, interests, school and such, because this information can be used by pedophilia or 

other people as a grooming tool’. England Football Federation (2019) also makes reference to 

grooming, stating that giving descriptive information of child athletes can be used as a 

grooming tool. Clearly, any personal information that is provided when sharing the images of 

child athletes can make the child identifiable. The abuser who has obtained descriptive 

information can then use this to gain the trust of the child, making the abuse of that child easier. 

It is therefore important not to include children's personal information in the content of 

photograph and video sharing. 

 

Ensuring that images are stored securely after recording is also an aspect that is specified in the 

policies of photography and video use which were analyzed for this research. According to the 

European Union General Data Protection Regulation, the data controller must take security 

measures in order to prevent possible risks to the data. Indeed, sports organizations have a legal 

obligation to take necessary measures such as keeping children's photos and video recordings 

in a safe environment and reducing direct copying in order to ensure the safety and privacy of 

children's images. 

 

 

 



Parasız, Ö., Halıcı, A. & Şahin, M. Y. (2021). The correct use of images with child protection in sport. Journal of 

Sport Sciences Researches, 6(1), 184-196. 

193 

©JSSR 

CONCLUSION 

 

The research findings have determined that many of the world's leading national and 

international sports organizations have policies regarding photographs and videos of child 

athletes and their usage, within the framework of the child protection in sports.  

Analysis of international policies shows that these policies are generally described as having 

two dimensions including the process of collecting the images and the content and the process 

of sharing the images.   

As the basic principles related to the process of collecting the visuals: 

• Requesting permission from parents to take and use images, 

• Informing parents about how, where and for what purpose the images can be used, 

• Determination of the individuals who will take the visual shots, 

• Informing the officials about appropriate standards and contents when taking 

photographs and videos. 

• Not allowing the taking of pictures of the athletes in privacy areas such as toilets and 

locker rooms or entry into these areas with devices that record images.  

Regarding the Content and Sharing Process of the Images;  

• Focusing on the activity rather than the children during the event, 

• Taking care to record the visuals from appropriate angles, 

• Avoiding visuals that may adversely affect children's image, 

• Ensuring the privacy and security of photograph and video recordings, 

• Not including descriptive or personal information of children when sharing visuals 

sharing.  

The measures explained above for the use of photography and video take place within the 

organizational hierarchy in the form of a pyramid structuring, which is a characteristic feature 

of sports organization. Therefore, child protection policies in sports determined by international 

sports federations and the policies related to the use of photography and video within these 

policies, actually concern the federations and clubs of all member states of these federations. 

Therefore, it should be mandatory for any sports organizations to take measures regarding the 

sharing of photographs and videos and to implement a policy related to them within the 

framework of the general policies of their state and the principles of the international sports 

organizations to which it is affiliated. 
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